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Belize City Council King’s Park Zoning Bylaws  2009 

BELIZE: 
 
    STATUTORY INSTRUMENT  
 
    NO____________ OF 2009 
 
 
BYLAWS made by the Belize City Council in exercise of the powers conferred upon it by section 49 of the Belize 
City Council Act, Chapter 85 of the Substantive Laws of Belize, Revised Edition, 2000-2003 and all other powers 
thereunto it enabling. 
 
     
                                                  (Gazetted _____________December, 2009) 
 
 

WHEREAS The Belize City Council is desirous of regulating and zoning areas for suburban 
development, and elevating the standard and quality of life of residents, as well as 
systemically zoning areas in Belize City;  
AND WHEREAS it is desirable that residential land use and residential building occupancy 
be controlled and preserved within the King’s Park Zoning Bylaws; 
AND WHEREAS it is necessary to regulate all aspects of construction, development, land 
use and building occupancy, and to control public spaces within the King’s Park Zoning 
Area; 

 
NOW THERFORE it is hereby provided as follows: 
 

1. These Regulations may be cited as the: 
 
BELIZE CITY COUNCIL KING’S PARK ZONING BYLAWS, 2009                     

 
       2. In these Bylaws, unless the context otherwise requires:    
   

“boundary line” means a line or feature, which divides one lot from another or from any      
street in Belize City; 

 
“building” includes any permanent tent in excess of 10ft at its highest point or any structure 
constructed of any material and for any purpose and any part of a building, of whatever kind 
or nature, whether temporary or permanent, and every part thereof or ancillary to: 

 
(a) Any shoreline or any road, whether public or private, including in case of 

any public road, any bridge or culvert on which the road is carried. 
(b) Any sewer or water main which is, or is to be vested in a public authority. 
(c) Any telephone line and its supports. 
(d) Any electrical supply line and its supports which is or is to be vested in a 

public authority.  
                        

“building setback” means any unobstructed unoccupied areas of a lot as demarcated from 
the boundary line; 

 
“City Council Engineer” means a registered engineer appointed as such by the Council; 
 
“City Planner” means an officer appointed as such by the Council; 
 
“CBA” means Central Building Authority which includes the Local Building Authority 
 
“Council” means the Belize City Council constituted under the Belize City                                    
Council Act.  CAP 85  

 
 

Short Title 
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“commercial vessel or boat” means any sea vessel which is used for the carriage of  
goods, people or freight by water and for payment of a fee, or which is licensed as such 
by the Port Authority; 

 
“drain” means any channel, conduit, pipe, excavation or installation on or abutting on          

   a public or private street used to convey or carry storm water runoff; 
 

“develop” means any planning or construction work involving construction, or any 
building or structural improvements to building or any works involving the use of land  
for the erection of any building or operation of any business or trade; 
 
“fill” means the placement of material including but not limited to soil or rock to 
replace existing material or to create an elevated embankment;  
 
“King’s Park Zoning Area” means any area or property that falls within the 
demarcation line defined by the King’s Park Zoning Bylaws Map – First Schedule; 
North bound by the Caribbean Sea to its East boundary of Baymen Avenue and all 
properties fronting Baymen Avenue, to the South boundaries of 7th, 15th, 11th and 19th 
Streets, to its West boundary of St. Thomas Street and St Matthew Street back to the 
Caribbean Sea.  
 
“livestock” includes cattle, donkeys, mules horses, goat, sheep, geese and chicken; 

 
“lot” means any parcel of land described by a number or a letter or otherwise duly 
registered or recorded under the Registered Land Act or the Law of Property Act 
whether updated or not; CAP 190 / CAP 194 

 
“owner” includes an occupier or the person for the time being receiving the rent of the 
land or building in connection with which the work is used whether on his own account  
or as agent or trustee for any person, or who would so receive that rent if the land or 
building were let, or the person in occupation of the land or building, and any person 
who has proof of legal interest or ownership, but does not include a tenant from year to 
year or for any less term, or a tenant at will; 

 
“permit” means a document issued under these Bylaws granting absolute or conditional 
permission for carrying out any development; 

 
“person” means a natural person or a body corporate or unincorporated or a 
partnership; 

 
“personal boat” means a vessel used for leisure activities and not for profit or gain; 

 
“residential use” means an use classified as such under Bylaw 4 and to which the 
requirements of these Bylaws shall apply; 

 
“septic tank and soak away” means a water tight tank which is designed and 
constructed to separate solids from liquids and to digest organic matter through a 
period of detention together with an absorption field; 

 
“street setback” means the measurement between the furthermost projection of a 
structure and the street’s right of way line or the property line abutting the street; 

 
“side setback” or “rear setback” means the measurement between the furthermost 
projection of a structure and that of the property line of the side and rear of the lot on 
which such structure is located; 
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3. These Bylaws shall apply to the King’s Park Zoning Area as contained in the First 
Schedule. 
 

4.  Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Council, the development of the King’s 
Park Zoning Area and the development of individual lots or public spaces in the King’s 
Park Zoning Area shall be classified as residential use. 
 
5. The following shall apply to the King’s Park Zoning Area:      

(a) no building other than a residential building shall be constructed within 
this  King’s Park Zoning Area; 

(b) the area of construction shall not exceed seventy percent of the total area 
of the lot, provided that the total coverage including verandahs, bay 
windows, and covered garage shall not exceed seventy five percent of the 
area of the lot; 

(c) building set back in respect of any lot shall not be less than: 
 

(i) 4 feet from street setback, 
(ii) 4 feet from side setback, 
(iii) 4 feet from rear setback 
(iv) 8 feet from high tension lines 
 

(d) building height shall not exceed three stories or thirty-six feet; 
(e) building form shall consist of detached family dwelling only; 
(f) Septic tank and soak away sewer disposal (if no connection is made with 

the public sewage disposal system under all regulations of Bylaw 15) 
shall be approved by the Public Health Department or by the Council and 
shall be at least ten feet or more from any property line;  

(g) Residential parking of a minimum of two cars shall be provided within 
each residential lot and all other parking shall be in accordance with the 
National Belize Subdivision Guidelines 

(h) The owner, agent or tenant of any building, or house shall ensure 
compliance with the Environmental Protection (Pollution) Regulations 
with respect to noise emission from such premises.                         S.I.54/96 

           
 

6. The following shall apply to the King’s Park Zoning Area:               
         (a)  Existing commercial or professional business property owners shall ensure  

that garbage storage, collection and disposal shall be conducted in a sanitary 
manner and to the approval of the Council and the Public Health Department 
and in accordance with the Council’s Regulations. 
(b) No sea front lot shall be used for convenience establishments or for 
general commercial activity; 
(c) No commercial or private marinas shall be permitted on sea front lots within  
this Area; Private docks must be in accordance with all existing permits and  
guidelines for private docking with  
no nore than two boats at dock at any time; 
(d) No commercial use of gasoline or other flammable liquid material or pump 
shall be allowed within this King’s Park Zoning Area; 
(e) No bar, club, disco or other similar related activity shall be allowed within 
the King’s Park Zoning Area; 
(f) No professional services, retail services, commercial services or 
manufacturing activity shall be allowed within the King’s Park Zoning Area; 
(g) No business or trade can operate on public property within the King’s Park  
Zoning Area; 
(h) No hotels, guesthouses, restaurant businesses and gambling houses shall 
be allowed within the King’s Park Zoning Area; 
(i) Mobile vendors and peddlers of a non-permanent nature are allowed within 
the King’s Park Zoning Area;  
(j) Should an existing business or current trade occurring on any existing 
property in the area be closed, removed or terminated for any reason after 
these bylaws take effect, the existing lot shall revert back to residential use.  
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7.  No lot in the King’s Park Zoning Area shall be subdivided or combined with other lots 
without the prior written approval of the Ministry of Natural Resources and these provisions 
shall run with the land and bind all successors in title.  
      
8. A resident of the King’s Park Zoning Area shall be allowed to do routine maintenance to his 
personal vehicle or vessel but shall ensure proper disposal of used oils and other waste produced 
as a result of vehicle maintenance. Disposal of used oils and waste in public drains is an offence. 
 
9. No person shall enter into occupation of a new building or newly refurbished building 
without a certificate of occupancy signed by the Central Building Authority. 
 
The Central Building Authority shall issue a certificate of occupancy to the owner of a building 
which meets the requirements of the provisions of the Belize Building Act, 2003.  
 
No activity, whether temporary or not, shall be undertaken or used on any part of a lot which, in 
the opinion of a minimum of 51% of the residents within a 400 ft radius of the located activity, 
is of an ongoing nuisance, or presents a disturbance to the owners of adjoining lots or which is 
or which will cause the lot to suffer a depreciation in its market value; including abandoned, 
dangerous or neglected.  
 
10. No person shall be allowed to encamp upon any part of a lot in the King’s Park Zoning Area 
without owner’s written approval. 
 
11. No material shall be deposited or mixed on any part of a street except in accordance with a 
permit from the Council. 
 
12. (1) No livestock as defined above shall be allowed in the King’s Park Zoning Area.  

 
       (2) All domesticated pets shall be kept in safe custody at all times and shall not be allowed     

to roam in public places.  
 
13.  All Property Taxes must be regularly paid by the occupier or owner of any property within 
the King’s Park Zoning Area.  
 
14.  (1)Where an owner of a lot fills, performs any construction or any development at his lot, 

he shall be liable for any damage caused to the streets, drains or public property which may 
result from the use of heavy duty equipment in carrying out such filling. 

 
       (2) The owner of a lot shall ensure that all spills and debris are removed from street without 

undue delay, if such spills and debris are caused by his filling activity. 
 
15.  (1) All buildings shall be connected to the city sewer for waste disposal. Septic tank and 

soak away use will not be permitted within the King’s Park Zoning Area unless local sewer 
connection cannot be made with written reason from the local water and sewage authority 
or the utility company providing this service.  

 
       (2) The owner of a lot shall ensure that every septic tank and soak away is inspected and 

approved by the City Council Engineer, the City Planner, the Public Health Department and 
any other authorized officer during its construction, setting, and after its completion and 
prior to its sealing. 

   
    (3) Every septic tank and soak away shall be constructed to enable the overflow from the              

effluent pipe not to discharge or overflow into any gutter or open drain, but into a properly              
constructed soak-pit or leach field which shall be approved by the Public Health 
Department. 

 
16.  No commercial vessel shall be moored or docked in any water way or shoreline within the 
King’s Park Zoning Area.  
 

Requirements for 
subdivision or transfer 

 

 
 

Servicing of private motor 
vehicles 

 
    

 
Building occupancy and 

activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Encampment Prohibited 

 

No mixing, etc. of material 
on street 

 
Livestock, pets 

 
 
 
 
 

Property Taxes 
 
 
 

Responsibility of owner 
filling lot 

 
  

 
 
 

Requirements for Sewage 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

        Use of water way 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



17.  The owner of a lot shall ensure that his lot is maintained with a cut lawn, no weeds or 
garbage. No garbage shall be allowed to remain in front of or adjacent to any boundary line over 
a 24 hour period. Any empty lots must be maintained by owner by cutting the lawn and 
removing excess foliage, weeds and debris on a monthly basis. Penalties for non-compliance are 
as stated in Bylaw 23.  
 
18.  The council shall work closely with the Committee and the Ministry of Natural Resources 
to ensure that all shoreline within the King’s Park Zoning Area are protected from 
environmental and coastline damage. 
  
19. Any new wires, conductors, cables and unguarded rigid live parts adjacent but not attached 
to buildings shall comply with the requirements of the Public Utilities Commission.  
 
20. Parking in front of vehicular gates of a property without consent of the property owner is an 
offence.  
 
21. The establishment of driveways and walkways into a lot must be approved in writing by the 
Central Building Authority before construction commences.  
 
22.  The City Council Engineer and / or the City Planner may immediately issue a notice to any 
person who does not comply with any of these Bylaws requesting compliance with the same 
within seven days. 
 
23.  Any person who contravenes any of these Bylaws after notice has been issued under  
Bylaw 20 above, commits an offence and shall on summary conviction be liable to a fine of not 
less than 1% and not more than 5% of the estimated construction value, and in the case of a 
continuing offence to a further fine not exceeding one hundred dollars for every day during 
which the offence is continued after a date set by the Court for the contravention to be corrected 
and to an additional term of imprisonment not exceeding three months. Penalty Fees in 
accordance with the Belize Building Act 2003, Part III, Section 21. In the case such offense is 
not of construction, as of Bylaw 17 or other of similar nature, the minimum initial fine shall be 
no less than one hundred dollars and no greater than one thousand dollars, with continuing 
offence fines as noted here within.  

 
24. Any lawful non-conforming use of any lot, land, building or structures in the King’s Park 
Zoning Area existing and completed prior to the commencement of these Bylaws shall be 
deemed not to be in contravention of these Bylaws. Any business operating under a current and 
legally owned trade license before these Bylaws come into effects shall be deemed not to be in 
contravention of these Bylaws. Provided that all land use projects, activities, buildings or other 
structures under current construction shall comply within sixty days of the coming into force of 
these Bylaws.  
 
25.  These Bylaws shall not prejudice any other relevant and applicable laws or by laws. 
 
26.  These Bylaws shall come into force on ____________ and upon publication in the Gazette.                
 
 
 

MADE by the Belize City Council this __________________________, 2009 
 
     ________________________ 

Zenaida Moya 
 Mayor  

Belize City Council 
 

APPROVED by the House of Representatives this ______ day of ___________ 2009. 

(HERBERT PANTON, LLB) 
                                                                                                   Clerk 

                    National Assembly 
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